FESTAL   ATTIRE   OF    PARTICIPANTS    IN    THE    FISH    DANCE
The dance trappings of the ladies of Nauru are both novel and picturesque, as  is illustrated by the above extraordinary decorations donned by the dancers in the celebrated Dance of the Fish. These fish have a two-fold significance ;   brilliant ornaments during the dance, they form the " feast " at its conclusion, when the dancers, detaching  them from their exhausted  persons, regale  themselves \\ith this well-earned raw and ready retreshment Photo, Thomas McMahon
well, but the industry suffered later in the universal world depression. Next in importance to the copra and sugar industries is the banana, which is grown near the seaports and exported to Australia and New Zealand. Oranges and pineapples are also beginning to pay. Among the minor products are coffee, quinine, and vanilla, and rubber is now beginning to be planted. The ivory nut, which is used for the manufacture of buttons, is peculiar to the Solomon Islands. The marine products are declining. Formerly, a sea slug found on the reefs and known as the beche-de-mer was a profitable export to China, where it sold for more than
fifteen times the cost of production. Pearl shell and turtle shell and the dried fins of the shark are also marketable, but are becoming scarce.
A recent discovery was rock phosphate. Over many of the more lonely islands there is a bed of this valuable chemical manure from one to four feet thick. It is supposed to be formed by the nitration of rain water through guano into the loose-grained coral. It is very easy to quarry and collect, especially where there is a natural anchorage. Portable tramlines are laid down from the beds to the shipping place, whence the phosphate is transported to the ship in lighters. The discovery has resulted
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